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My first impression of the classroom I was in was a series of contadictions. First, it

seemed like chaos. The children were notnearly as quiet as I fiffit expected entering the

classroom. However, after we had been seated, the teacher informed us that the noise I had heard

coming in was from groups of partrrers working together to study for their vocabulary test, which

was the next day. She explained that it was a unit review that was linked to wtrat the students

were leaming in history at that time. Her current unit, she explained, was on Frozen'S/orlds. It

detailed the story of the Iditarod, used a book called Woodsong. by Gary Paulsen, and used

vocabulary and poetry that used mental pictures of winter and a frozen world.

Slowly it began to make more sense, and the chaos changed as she signaled a good

transition from group work to a reviewthat she led as she explained the plaa forthe daytying

everything in to ttre overall unit. Once the classroom was quieter, I took the chance to look

around and quicHy realized how small the room was. Most of the students had to wait to pass by

each other as they navigated the classroom. I noticed as well that the small room seemed to cause

students to conprery in areas of the room whieh seemed to cause a lack of attention to what the
( rt

teacher ** *rrnArYr.ther question I had,was what the students at the back of the room were,-\\

doing? They seemeltike possibly aidelbut never really seemed to interact with the teacher and 
\

frequently acted as if they had no task at all. I wonder if they are possibly older students on their fi:[

elective bour. A"g.3o element I noticed in the classroom was that even though the space in the
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{ / classrwm was limite{ it\emed to be used pretty well. Every inch of the wall seemed to have
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i storage or cupboards or something holding material so students wouldn't need to have it on or
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around their desks. I noticed in the classroom that ttrere was an underlying control that

previously did not seem to exist.

While the teacher had times of students' inattention, overall, I felt that the students

\2,

comments might have been more helpfirl g a quieter tone.,so the student felt achievement but the (

other students didn't become *ou"ffi*""*-r. r"r*ir* I thought was interesting was that
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she didn't limit students to one answer but instead kept expanding to multiple answers. I thought

' this was a helpful idea because it encouraged the stqSlents to go above and beyond.
v I...<rg.,i}*

one thing , dtd Ylrytul thobS was the-lens[slthe ,"'J5ruiffi^* .{i
began attentively listening and about halfiray through seemed * 
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would ask engaging questions or encourage students' pa*icipatioitLough comments such as

ool.,et's oarow that down some" and "Can you explain that?", the lesson continued for about 30

mirurtes and only about 15 minutes of that seemed to be when the students wore really focused. I

felt like she moved on slowly which was good because it allowed students to stay on track with

her but possibly just covered too much material. This seemed to cause students to become

disruptive but seemed to be handled well as she simply walked up to each student and said

something quietly or signaled an incorrect behavior such as by closing a student's book who was

reading. Overall, the teacher seemed to have great control and used the small spaae excepionally

well.


